Minutes

East Orcas Water Supply Planning

Orcas Senior Center

Meeting of 

August 3, 2004

Members attending:  Rolf Nedelmann, Shawn Alexander, Chris Vierthaler, Bob Eagan, Sandy Taylor, Stu Stephens, Tom Burg

Staff:  Vicki Heater, SJCHCS; David Hoopes, SJC Lead Entity for Salmon Recover

Others: Eric Youngren, Allie Taylor, Sharon Baskins, Amber Johnson (state parks), Kate Scott (state parks), Paul ? (from Doe Bay), Russel Barsh

Minutes of the July 7 meeting were approved with the correction that Bob Eagan was not present.

Due to ferry delays, the meeting started without staff or the speakers.  Discussion of the draft scope of work and other issues took place but no record was kept.

Presentation by David Hoopes and Russel Barsh on current studies and restoration goals for salmon habitat in San Juan County.  Dr. Hoopes explained the role of the Salmon Recovery Board  and funding for recovery efforts, which have been directed to nearshore habitat in San Juan County.  Dr. Barsh described his work with the Corps of Engineers to identify streams for possible restoration, mostly on Orcas Island.  They have identified 12-13 streams as potential sites.  One of the main goals is to replace culverts and increase flows.  SJC Public Works would like to replace the culvert at the bottom of Cascade Creek but lacks funding.  Russel emphasized that their approach is to work with willing landowners to implement projects, and find out how much is already being done.  He explained that his background is in paleoecology, how humans interact with their environment.  There have been lots of people in the San Juans going back thousands of years, and some very old sites of villages have been identified, such as Deer Harbor.  In Deer Harbor they are working with the Corps of Engineers to see what potential there is for restoration of all the streams.  They would like to make a book of options for landowners, so that if people want to be involved in the project they have a guidebook of different things they can do and the benefits.  

He said they have found 30,000 feet of salmonid habitat documented so far, and although the stream types (which in SJC are typically intermittent) have not changed much, that they have been surprised to see how many fish they have found.  Resident and sea-run cutthroat trout are the main species, which has an ability to adapt to the local stream conditions.  They have seed money from Fish and Wildlife to do some restoration/enhancement projects on Orcas.  Restoration will include simple fixes such as unblocking water trapped by roads (most of the water in the Deer Harbor area is disconnected by roads and culverts) and creating pools with shade.  Reconnecting water flows is good for fish and people (less road maintenance).  Getting water to stay in the landscape as long as possible benefits fish and aquifers.  Next year, stream work will be finished and reports on these studies will be finalized.

Meeting adjourned at 6:00.

Respectfully submitted, 

Vicki Heater

